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General developments 
Local and parliamentary elections proceeded today as 

scheduled, despite calls from the political opposition, 

civil society and the international community to 

postpone, and despite the political opposition’s decision 

to boycott the polls. 

 

Sounds of gunfire and blasts have been heard in the 

capital, Bujumbura, in recent nights, but it is not clear 

who is involved in these exchanges. A spate of grenade 

attacks in the city has also occurred, resulting in 

numerous deaths and injuries. Perpetrators have not been 

identified. 

On Friday, the United States Government said that “[i]n 

light of Burundian President Pierre Nkurunziza’s 

continued efforts to violate the Arusha Agreement, seek 

a third term and press ahead with electoral dates absent 

the conditions necessary for credible elections” it would 

be withholding technical assistance to Burundi's Independent National Electoral Commission (CENI), as 

well as voter education activities that were to be implemented in cooperation with CENI. The US said it 

would consider reinstating these measures “if President Nkurunziza’s government takes concrete steps to 

improve the electoral environment and process.” However, the US warned that it was “prepared to take 

additional measures against those individuals responsible for - or complicit in- undermining democracy 

and the rule of law and promoting instability in Burundi, including through politically-motivated violence 

and other human rights abuses.” 

On Saturday, the European Union announced it would be definitively ending its electoral observer 

mission, which it had earlier suspended, stating that conditions were not conducive to free and fair 

elections, and reiterating its call for dialogue. 

On Sunday, National Assembly President Pie Ntavyohanyuma announced from Brussels in a live 

broadcast on France 24 news that he had left Burundi and urged President Nkurunziza not to seek a third 

term. This followed a similar announcement and call against a third-term bid on Thursday from Belgium 

via France 24 by Second Vice-President Gervais Rufyikiri. 

Also on Sunday, the African Union announced it would not be observing today’s elections, noting that 

“the necessary conditions are not met for the organization of free, fair, transparent and credible elections, 

in compliance with the relevant provisions of the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and 

Governance.” AU Chairperson Dr. Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma stated that “the stalemate in the political 

process and the increase in acts of violence may undermine the important gains made following the 

conclusion of the 2000 Arusha Agreement for Peace and Reconciliation and the 2003 Comprehensive 

Ceasefire Agreement, with serious implications for peace and security in Burundi and for the stability of 

the entire region.” She reiterated previous appeals to the Government and to all other parties “to take a 
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full measure of the dangers threatening their country, respond positively to the urgent calls for dialogue 

and restraint made by the region, and to uphold the supreme interests of Burundi at this crucial phase of 

its history, including by agreeing to postponing the elections to the date proposed by the International 

Facilitation.” 

 

The UN Electoral Observation Mission in Burundi, MENUB, thus remained the only international 

observation entity preset in the country. However, in a statement issued on Sunday, MENUB noted that 

“this should not be interpreted as being in support of any parties, nor as a validation of the process.”  
 

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon expressed concern  on Sunday “about the Government of Burundi's 

insistence on going ahead with elections on 29 June despite the prevailing political and security 

environment.” He reiterated his appeal to all Burundian political leaders “to consider the wider interest of 

the people of their country and to resolve political issues through dialogue in order to preserve peace and 

strengthen national reconciliation.” Condemning recent attacks reported in the country, he appealed to all 

Burundians to refrain from violent acts, in line with the Charter of Non-Violence agreed by all parties. 

 

Meanwhile, Burundi’s largest private radio and/or television stations – Radio Publique Africaine (RPA), 

Isanganiro, Bonesha and Renaissance – remained closed by Government order. 

 
Humanitarian developments 

 
Following recommendations from an inter-agency rapid assessment mission conducted from 28-30 

May in Kirundo Province, northern Burundi, which found food insecurity to be a major concern, a 

province-wide nutritional screening was conducted from 15-19 June. A total of 97,447 children aged 6-

59 months (82 per cent coverage) were screened for acute malnutrition. Results showed 6 per cent 

global acute malnutrition (GAM) and 1.5 per cent severe acute malnutrition (SAM). While these results 

were encouraging, with GAM and SAM below emergency levels, partners are concerned that the 

ongoing harvest period may have buffered the prevalence of malnutrition in the region. A follow-up 

screening is therefore foreseen in six months. 

 

Results from a similar follow-up inter-agency rapid assessment mission to Kabonga Zone, Nyanza Lac 

Commune of Makamba Province, southern Burundi, are expected later this week. 

 
Meanwhile, the cholera outbreak persists in Nyanza Lac Commune of Makamba Province, with a 

cumulative total of 162 cases reported as of 27 June since mid-May in two treatment centers. 
 
To respond to human rights concerns, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights has 

established phone numbers for the public. Queries in Kirundi and Swahili can be addressed to: 22 20 58 

16 or 76 12 58 16, while queries in French and English can be addressed to 22 20 58 17 or 76 12 58 17. It 

should be noted that the calls are not free of charge. 

 

Regional impact 
 

On Friday, the UN Refugee Agency, UNHCR, reported a steady increase in arrivals of Burundian 

refugees in neighbouring countries. UNHCR reported that new arrivals said they were fleeing general 

political instability and elections-related violence, including small arms and grenade attacks, and arbitrary 

arrests. Since turmoil began in early April, nearly 127,000 Burundians have registered as refugees in 

Tanzania (62,000), Rwanda (45,000), Uganda (8,855), the Democratic Republic of the Congo (10,590), 

and even Zambia (400), according to UNHCR. Many more Burundians are thought to have left the 

country, UNHCR noted, but have not registered as refugees, and their number is unknown. 

https://menub.unmissions.org/communiqu%C3%A9-de-presse-1
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=8774
http://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/ocha-eastern-africaflash-update-11-elections-crisis-burundi-and-regional-impact-6
http://www.unhcr.org/558d450f6.html


 

 

 

A month ago, UNHCR and 17 partners launched the Regional Refugee Response Plan, seeking US$207 

million to protect and assist up to 200,000 Burundian refugees. Although the situation in Burundi is 

deteriorating further and refugee numbers are increasing rapidly, the response plan is only funded at 13 

per cent, according to UNHCR, leaving crucial activities such as shelter, water, health, sanitation and 

education seriously underfunded. 

 

Background 
 

Civil unrest erupted on 26 April in Bujumbura after the ruling CNDD-FDD party elected President Pierre 

Nkurunziza on 25 April as its candidate for the 26 June presidential election. Nkurunziza has been in 

office for two terms since 2005, and a broad array of actors warned that an attempt to seek a third term 

was unconstitutional and contrary to the spirit of the 2000 Arusha Peace and Reconciliation Agreement 

for Burundi that ended a decade of civil war in the country. Despite an appeal by the Senate, Burundi’s 

Constitutional Court determined that President Nkurunziza was eligible for re-election – although the 

Court’s deputy president fled to Rwanda prior to this decision. A coup d’état was subsequently launched 

on 13 May in Bujumbura while President Nkurunziza was at an East African Community Summit in Dar 

es Salaam, Tanzania, intended to try to resolve the current crisis in Burundi. The coup was rapidly 

thwarted, and President Nkurunziza returned to the country. 
 

* * * 

 
The next Flash Update will be issued according to developments in the situation. In the meantime, for further 

information, contact Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, at conwaym@un.org. To 

receive this and other OCHA Eastern Africa reports, please subscribe at http://bit.ly/1lunDLk 
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